
Storywriting Competition
Tell Us a Story – for Pride and a Prize

Source Bulletin is looking for stories about 

communities and interventions that have helped 

(or failed) to improve the sanitation and hygiene 

situation. Stories that can be published on the 

IRC website and provide valuable lessons from 

the WASH sector.

Submissions may be made in English, French 

or Spanish and should identify a problem or 

situation; the key interventions and outcomes; 

and should be accompanied by a picture if 

possible.  The IRC editorial committe will then 

select winners based on story content and the 

number of page views each story receives online.

Your reward

Competition winners will be awarded a €50 prize 

and in some cases may also have the opportunity 

to have their stories published in Source Bulletin. 

The competition runs until the end of 2010.

Next steps

If you would like to share your story and pictures 

with the sector and possibly win a €50 prize in 

the process, please get in touch with and send 

your submission to our editors, Dick de Jong 

jong@irc.nl (English) and Caridad Camacho 

camacho@irc.nl (French, Spanish).

For further information, guidelines and 

competition rules, please contact one of the 

Source editors or visit our webpage: http://www.

irc.nl/storyguidelines.

You can also submit your story and pictures to 

our mailingaddres on the next page. 

NB:  Please note that your article may be edited 

to accommodate publication restrictions.

Good Luck!
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Storytelling is and can be done everywhere 



www.irc.nl/source

S 

Stories from the field offer an opportunity 

to share your knowledge, thoughts, and 

experiences with others. Before sitting down 

to write your story, review the Story Guidelines 

below to help structure your writing. Make sure 

you include your name, your e-mail and your 

phone number.

C
Title: Select a title that captures the essence of 

what you want to convey.

Language: English, French or Spanish

Style: Concise and simple.

Originality: All stories must be originated by the 

author submitting the piece.

Length: 700 - 1 000 words 

C
√ Tell a story about an event or series of 

event(s) that had a profound positive or 

negative impact on you or on the person(s) 

you are writing about.

√ Good stories use straightforward language, 

and incorporate the human interest of 

a project. They should sound like an 

individual recounting a story about a 

project.

√ Show, don't tell. Make the reader 

experience the events and emotions 

portrayed through the eyes of the 

participants.

√ Remember the “five Ws” (Who? What? 

When? Where? and Why?): Stories should 

include a summary of an event or activity 

as well as challenges faced, lessons learned, 

successes, etc.

√ Wherever possible, stories should include 

a photograph (jpeg format), preferably of 

people engaged in an activity or event.

√ Digital photos should be shot with at least a 

3-megapixel resolution.

√ Stories should also incorporate a quote 

or two from beneficiaries or anyone else 

involved in the project to add context and 

credibility. Give their full names.

√ Write from the heart. Tell your story 

honestly, fully, and succinctly.

√ End with a conclusion that resolves the 

conflict/challenge in a positive way, leaves 

readers with an Aha! or Wow! or Yes! 

moment.

√ Avoid acronyms and if they are included 

explain them the first time.

More details at: http://www.irc.nl/page/51902

IRC International Water and Sanitation Centre
Dick de Jong / Caridad Machín-Camacho
P.O. Box 82327, 2508 EH The Hague
The Netherlands
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